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Flanshaw Junior, Infant and Nursery School
Reading Policy January 2025 


At Flanshaw we seek to ignite a passion for reading and love of books through our reading curriculum.

The teaching and learning of English are fundamental to ensure every pupils’ success as a life-long learner, and citizen of the world. Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening skills are explicitly taught at every phase of a pupils’ education and it is paramount that children make a positive start at Flanshaw. We provide opportunities through our curriculum, incorporating carefully chosen ‘core texts’ through which to teach reading and inspire writing outcomes, that help give our children a love of language and literature. Our reading spine ensures curriculum coverage, as well as genre coverage through story and information texts. Through careful planning of texts in our whole-school reading spine, we ensure this range also covers poetry, diversity, non-fiction as well as stories that range from picture books without words to chapter books.

Our main aims for Reading:
· Promote a love of reading; through a variety of genres and authors, pupils experience a rich diet of literature.
· Provide opportunities for discussion of texts and sharing a love of reading which reflects our school values of collaboration, aspirations respect, pride and well-being
· Ensure that explicit teaching of reading skills and strategies to support pupils in accessing all subject areas and understanding the world around them.
· Ensure that pupils are exposed to a range of texts which means they become fluent and accurate in reading across a variety of genres and styles.
· Develop a consistent approach to teaching reading in order to close gaps and ensure that all children leave in year 6 being able to read to learn.

We believe that the acquisition of the phonetic code, fluency and proficient comprehension as an entitlement for all children has the power to transform lives; it enables them to access the whole curriculum and engage more fully with the world around them. We ensure many opportunities to read, enjoy, share and discuss books.Access to appropriate books: We recognise the importance of reading at home to practice and embed reading skills. Pupils in Reception and KS1 take home their Read Write Inc book to enjoy with a grown up. Fluent readers in KS1, and all KS2 pupils can access a variety of books at their reading level.


Phonics 
We follow a systematic, synthetic approach to teaching phonics, using the Read Write Inc Phonics programme. The teaching of phonics begins in Early Years Foundation Stage, and teaching continues to at least the point where children can read almost all words fluently. This provides children with the skills they need to begin to read words, captions and whole sentences as soon as possible.
Children, who are within Reception and KS1, are taught each day in small, teacher-led groups to learn sounds and reading skills according to their ability which is assessed each half term. To ensure pupils retain their knowledge of phonemes and graphemes, they spend 45 minutes to 1 hour daily on this Systematic Synthetic Phonics programme, as well as revisiting sounds through an additional quick-fire ‘Speed Sounds’ session daily. Pupils who are not keeping up with their peers undertake 1:1 tutoring.  The Reading Leader oversees the teaching of the scheme by carrying out side-by-side coaching and weekly practise time. 

Focused reading practice
In Reception and KS1, children practise reading using decodable books that are closely matched to their developing phonic knowledge. Our children often reread the same text multiple times to develop their comprehension and fluency which includes their accuracy, automaticity (rapid recall of whole known words) and prosody (reading with expression).

Explicit teaching of reading skills and strategies
In EYFS and KS1 pupils practice comprehension as part of their daily reading practice. As soon as children master the alphabetic code and can read fluently, in Year 2, we begin to use a whole class reading model. Reading lessons are daily for 30 minutes.

A clear framework for reading lessons
In whole class reading lessons, pupils read from a reading spine of high-quality fiction, non-fiction and poetry, which is used to explicitly teach and consolidate the reading skills needed for pupils to be confident readers for meaning. Pupils will use the class text to explore the range of reading domains. 

Each lesson is structured to ensure pupils can access the vocabulary in the text; to focus on a specific skill or strategy which is explicitly taught and modelled, before being independently applied. The teacher models prosody and fluency, and in some lessons, pupils are given opportunities to practice reading with fluency as another tool to enhance comprehension of the text. A combination of reading strategies ensures pupils can engage with and explore texts in a meaningful way.  Pupils demonstrate their learning through a mixture of discussions, group work and written responses.  Teachers assess daily through questioning and providing feedback orally, and through monitoring the quality of pupils’ responses.

Vocabulary
We use a number of practical strategies to help children to develop their vocabulary:
• Class reading: vocabulary can be discussed in the context of the book being read. Children are encouraged to apply this learning in their class discussions and written work. Vocabulary is identified and explicitly taught every week
• Class environment: working walls display specific vocabulary that children can refer to. They are kept up-to -date and accessible. We aim to develop a rich language environment.
• We create excitement about discovering new words (it is okay not to know what a word means).
• Children are encouraged to use new vocabulary accurately within full sentences in their speech as well as their written work. Ambitious or new vocabulary used by the children is celebrated by the teachers through verbal and written feedback.
Three tiers of vocabulary are identified and teachers explicitly plan how to use and explore words from each tier.
Tier 1 words – basic words used in the child’s everyday setting (e.g. go, play).
Tier 2 words – complex words (e.g. compare, neutral).
Tier 3 words – highly specialised, subject-specific words (e.g. isosceles).

Daily Reading practice
Pupils in all classes have opportunities to read daily; in reading groups in EYFS and KS1, or whole class reading or independent reading in KS2. Pupils also have opportunities to read in other subjects across the curriculum. Pupils who are less fluent will read regularly 1:1 with an adult, with a focus on the children falling behind. Pupils are given opportunities during story-time to read to each other.

Support to Keep up and Catch up 
Until pupils are fluent readers, ‘Keep up’ sessions are used for pupils who teachers identify in on-going assessment as needing more support in consolidating their phonics knowledge. KS2 pupils who need more support in developing their reading skills receive intervention on an individual or small group basis if they need support in addition to whole class

Home readers
Home reading is encouraged as part of a wider partnership with families and carers. In Reception and for those children still on the reading scheme, children are sent home with decodable reading books matched closely to the phonics scheme. Book bag books for children on RWI should include: a reading record book to record reading when listened to, a colour matching ‘RWI book bag book’ or last/past RWI book, and a picture book for shared reading at home (for parent/carer to read with child for pleasure). We encourage parents to read with their children on a daily basis and record this in their Reading Record book. Children at the early stages of RWI will take home a blending book (as well as a picture book for shared reading at home for parent/carer to read with child for pleasure). All children on RWI will have access to the virtual classroom online link to sounds they have been taught in school and parent hubs are sent home to support. 

Access to appropriate books
We recognise the importance of reading at home to practice and embed reading skills. Pupils in Reception and KS1 take home their Read Write Inc book to enjoy with a grown up. Fluent readers in KS1, and all KS2 pupils can access a variety of books at their reading level.  


Reading for Pleasure 
We expect pupils at Flanshaw to develop a habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information. Reading for pleasure is something that is a key focus and all classes have a dedicated Reading Area where children are given the opportunity to access a wide range of books in a comfortable space. All year groups have a wide range of designated fiction, non-fiction and poetry books that they can choose from to read. Book talk is promoted in each class. Our Book Wizards role in each class is to share recommended reads and encourage a love of reading. They meet with the reading leader half termly to discuss our reading culture and keep our school libraries up to date with current books. 

Our reading ambassadors ensure that all our corridor books are kept tidy and support our youngest children with weekly reading practise after having training with our reading Leader. Our Junior Leadership Team, Book Wizards, Librarians and Reading Ambassadors ensure a love of reading throughout school. All children are rewarded for their efforts in reading through various challenges and prizes.  

In KS2, our pupils visit Wakefield One Library each term and take away books to read. Our EYFS children all take home a story book to share with their grown up. We also have a well-stocked school library that is available for children and their families at lunchtime and after school. Our Librarians are trained to keep our Library running effectively and ensure it is kept to a high standard with new, quality books that will engage our readers. 

Story time and reading together
Story time happens in every year group; to ensure the children are read to and share, discuss and enjoy a range of books. The choice of text is carefully thought about, creating class reader identities. 

Reading Friends
At Flanshaw, we are proud of our links with the local community. We are very lucky to have a supportive network of adults who visit our School on a weekly basis to hear individual children read and thus develop their ability, confidence and enjoyment of reading. Our Reading Friends are DBS checked  and trained annually by the Reading Leader to provide a quality 1:1 session. Each adult is linked with a class to ensure consistency and familiarity.

Assessment
The Reading Leader carries out Read Write Inc Online Assessments each half term to assess children’s reading ability. This then informs RWI groupings and ensures children are reading books at their reading level.

Teacher assessment is used to assess reading attainment.  The teachers consider the following aspects when making judgements regarding reading;
-Pupil performance in daily whole class reading sessions
-Reading fluency of age-appropriate texts
-Pupil’s ability to understand and apply each content domain 
-The pupil’s performance in termly ‘Pira’ assessments.

A child's progress will be reported to the parents through parents’ evenings twice a year and progress will be formally reported to parents at the end of the academic year. End of Key Stage assessments and test results will be reported in line with statutory requirements to the local authority.
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