
Knowledge Overview: The Substantive and Disciplinary knowledge that our pupils will learn in each Geography unit 

  

Geography Unit:  
Year 1- What is the 

weather like in the UK? 

Lesson 1 
 

Lesson 2 Lesson 3 Lesson 4 Lesson 5 Lesson 6 

 
Lesson Content 

 Lesson 1: Where is the UK?  Lesson 2: What are the four 
seasons? 

 Lesson 3: What are the compass 
directions? 

 Lesson 4: What is the weather 
like today? 

 Lesson 5: Is the weather the 
same everywhere in the UK? 

 Lesson 6: How do people 
prepare for the weather? 

 
Substantive Knowledge 

 
 

To know which of the four UK 
countries I live in. 
 
To know where Europe is on a 
world map. 
 
To know where the UK is on a 
world map. 
 
To know the location of the 
four countries of the UK on a 
map. 

To know the four seasons. 
 
To know the current season. 
 
To know some of the changes 
in each season. 

To know the four compass 
directions are north, east, south 
and west. 

To know the arrow on a compass 
always points north. 

To know and describe different 
types of weather. 
 
 

To know that the weather is 
not the same everywhere in 
the UK. 
 
To know the location of the 
country I live in. 
 
To know the location of the 
capital city of the country I 
live in. 
 
To begin to know the 
location of the capital cities 
of each country in the UK. 
 

To know and describe the 
weather in each season. 
 

To know what people might 
wear in each season. 
 
To know activities people 
might do in each season. 

 

Disciplinary Knowledge 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

To know how to describe the 
location of features using simple 
compass directions. 
 
 

To know how to measure 
different types of weather in 
different ways. 
 
To know how to use compass 
directions to describe the 
weather in different locations. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Key Vocabulary 
 
 

• map 
• atlas 
• location 
• locate 
• land 
• country 
• continent 

• season 
• climate 
• weather 
• map 
• locate 

 

• compass 
• direction 
• east 
• locate 
• location 
• north 
• south 
• west 

• rain gauge 
• thermometer 
• temperature 
• weather 
• season 
• weather vane 

• map 
• atlas 
• location 
• locate 
• capital city 
• direction 
• compass 
• weather 
• season 

• locate 
• capital city 
• season 
• climate 
• weather 

Communication 
development 
opportunities 

• Pair work using an 
atlas. 

• Kagan shoulder 
partner/group 
discussion. 

 

 

• Pair work during 
season investigation. 

• Describing their 
findings to another 
pair. 

• Kagan shoulder 
partner/group 
discussion. 

• Speak like an expert 
starter- Kapow 

• Pair atlas work. 
• Kagan shoulder 

partner/group discussion. 

• Retrieval pyramid 
Kapow starter. 

• Pair activity weather 
diary activity. 

• Kagan shoulder 
partner/group 
discussion. 

• Kapow tennis starter 
• Pair atlas work. 
• Kagan shoulder 

partner/group 
discussion. 

 

• Kagan shoulder 
partner/group 
discussion. 

Prior Knowledge Previously in the year, during their ‘What Is It Like Here?’ topic, pupils have used simple maps and directional language and they have located the country they live in on a map. 
In EYFS, pupils identify and talk about the weather each day. They learn about where they live in the world and about places where other people/ pupils live or have visited and discuss the weather 
of different places within this. 
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https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/geography/key-stage-1/geography-year-1/what-is-the-weather-like-in-the-uk/lesson-3-what-are-the-compass-directions/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/geography/key-stage-1/geography-year-1/what-is-the-weather-like-in-the-uk/lesson-3-what-are-the-compass-directions/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/geography/key-stage-1/geography-year-1/what-is-the-weather-like-in-the-uk/lesson-4-what-is-the-weather-like-today/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/geography/key-stage-1/geography-year-1/what-is-the-weather-like-in-the-uk/lesson-4-what-is-the-weather-like-today/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/geography/key-stage-1/geography-year-1/what-is-the-weather-like-in-the-uk/lesson-5-is-the-weather-the-same-everywhere-in-the-uk/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/geography/key-stage-1/geography-year-1/what-is-the-weather-like-in-the-uk/lesson-5-is-the-weather-the-same-everywhere-in-the-uk/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/geography/key-stage-1/geography-year-1/what-is-the-weather-like-in-the-uk/lesson-6-how-do-people-prepare-for-the-weather/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/geography/key-stage-1/geography-year-1/what-is-the-weather-like-in-the-uk/lesson-6-how-do-people-prepare-for-the-weather/
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